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Commissioner	Vella	wants	you	at	#BlueInvest
What	is	#BlueInvest?

Click	to	play:



“A	match-making	event	that	brings	together	innovators	and	the	financial	community	to	
boost	the	economic	potential	of	the	ocean	while	protecting	its	marine	resources.”

What	is	#BlueInvest?



➢ An	exciting	pitching	contest	for	innovators	in	front	of	investors	

➢ Personalized	and	pre-arranged	b2b	meetings	

➢ Networking	opportunities



You	are	an	innovator.	Come	and:	
➢ Showcase	your	project	
➢ Connect	with	investors	
➢ Find	a	business	partner	
➢ Get	insights,	tips	&	tricks

You	are	an	investor.	Come	and:	
➢ Be	the	first	to	spot	promising	entrepreneurs	
➢ Enrich	your	portfolio	
➢ Share	your	experience



➢ Innovators	with	promising	projects	

➢ Incubators	and	Accelerators	

➢ Public	and	private	financial	institutions

Ocean	lovers		
IN	ACTION!



01 What Is #BlueInvest?

02 Venue & Event Agenda

03 Entrepreneurs & Investors

04 Winning Pitchers

05 Press Coverage

06 Social Media

07 #What’s next?



Thu 
17 May 2018

Square	Brussels	Meeting	Centre

© Xavier Lejeune © Xavier Lejeune



Blue Invest agenda

✓ 20 innovators 
✓ 40 investors
✓ 470 participants
✓ 500 b2b meetings

2 Debates

EU funds  
corner

4 Pitching Sessions

2 TED Talks



Communication	tweets:



The	moderator:	Ms	Kait	Bolongaro,	Politico

© Xavier Lejeune



© Xavier Lejeune

Welcome	Address



© Xavier Lejeune

Pitching	Sessions



TED Talks and Debates

© Xavier Lejeune
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© Xavier Lejeune

Pitchers	for	the	Ocean



Investors	for	the	Ocean

© Xavier Lejeune



1st Pitching Session: Food from the Ocean
Click on text to view 

media



2nd Pitching Session: Energy from the Ocean
Click on text to view 

media



3rd Pitching Session: 
Green Solutions for a Blue Planet

Click on text to view 
media



Fishy Filaments

Press ESC to go back



Andrew Smith

Press ESC to go back



Jean-Pascal Tranie

Press ESC to go back



Simon Dent

Press ESC to go back



Jean-Francois Balducchi

Press ESC to go back



Frederic Michel

Press ESC to go back



Janusz Olgaza

Press ESC to go back



4th Pitching Session: Digital Ocean
Click on text to view 

media



Blue	Invest	Outcomes

	The	European	Commission	needs	to	be	congratulated	for	having	organized	such	

an	important	event.	Not	only	was	it	interesting	but	its	organization	was	

exemplary.	(…)	What	we	liked	was	getting	the	chance	to	look	at	very	interesting	

projects	early	on.	That	was	surely	great	work	done	by	the	European	Commission	

to	find	these	companies	and	connect	us	with	them.

	
”

	

“



Blue	Invest	Outcomes



The	interview

Click	to	play:

Vice	President	Katainen	on	Blue	Economy	Investment	opportunities
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Winning	Pitchers:
The	Blue	Invest	Award	for	best	pitches	went	to	Marlinks,	active	in	ocean	energy,	and	Fuvex,	a	
producer	of	large	drones.	They	win	a	wildcard	to	pitch	at	EBN	congress	(Luxembourg	6-8	June	
2018).

© Xavier Lejeune
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Press	Coverage:	News	across	Europe



Press	Coverage:	Politico

FISHERIES	—	OCEAN	MATCHMAKING,	AHOY:	On	today’s	agenda,	the	European	

Commission	will	host	Blue	Invest	2018,	a	matchmaking	event	for	entrepreneurs	

and	the	sustainable	finance	sector.	The	all-day	session	includes	a	pitching	contest	

for	businesses	to	drum	up	investment	in	their	oceans-based	projects.	If	you’re	

attending,	say	hello	to	Kait.	The	event	will	also	be	live	streamed.

	
”

	

“



Press	Coverage:	Politico

INVESTING	IN	THE	BLUE	ECONOMY:	The	European	Commission	on	Thursday	

hosts	Blue	Invest	2018,	a	matchmaking	event	between	entrepreneurs	and	the	

sustainable	finance	sector.	The	all-day	session	includes	a	pitching	contest	for	

businesses	to	drum	up	investments	for	projects	that	include	innovations	in	

fisheries,	energy	and	sustainable	use	of	the	oceans.

	
”

	

“



01 What Is #BlueInvest?

02 Venue & Event Agenda

03 Entrepreneurs & Investors

04 Winning Pitchers

05 Press Coverage

06 Social Media

07 #What’s next?



Social	Media
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#What’s next?

#BlueInvest 
 in the MED 

Jan ’19, Greece

#Business 
Partnerships

#BlueInvest 
 in the  
Atlantic 

Oct ’18, Spain

#Investors/  
Entrepreneurs 

community 
Autumn ’18, Spain 

#Blue Invest 
Missions

#BlueInvest 
 in the Black Sea 

Spring 2019, Romania



Opportunities continue… 
stay tuned! 

# Blue Invest


